Remarkable Radiance
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. ) man — Continually. The Menorah had to remain lit only
—uow you shall command the Children of Israel that they shall take for you pure, pressed from evening until moming , as stated in the next verse, but it
olive oil for illumnination, to kindle the lamp continually. *' In the Tent of Meeting, outside [ was continual in the sense that it was kindled every single

the Partition that is near the Testimonial-tablets, Aaron and his sons shall arrange it from

day, without exception, even on the Sabbath (Rashi).
~/ Ramban, however, cites Sifri and Toras f{ohanim that the

evening until momning, before HASHEM, an eternal decree for their generations, from the Children “western lamp" of the Menorah was indeed aflame continu-

of Israel.

1Brr‘ng near lo yourself Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the Childrer

ously, while the other lamps burned only at night. The
identity of this lamp is the subject of a dispute in Menachos
98b.

of Israel — Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Elazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron — to minister

to Me. ? You shall make vestments of sanctity for Aaron your brother, for glory and splendor.
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68 | Ka'asher Tziva Hashem

9 Foasts of G- R Wk, (F)

Chasam Sofer explains® that there are two sides to the Menorah. One,
it is a part of the Mishkan. The Mishkan functioned as a complete organ-
is; if one part is missing, all of the avodah is incomplete.

Y The second side is that there is a mitzvah to light the Menorah, regard-
less of whether there is a fully functional Mikdash, and even outside of the
Mikdash itself, if need be. This is why the Chashmona’im began lighting
the Menorah even before the Beis HaMikdash was fully functional, and
did so in the courtyard of the Beis HaMikdash, not in the Kodesh. In this
aspect, the Menorah represents Torah.

As a part of the avodah in the Mishkan, the Menorah is no longer here.
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( As a representative of the light of Torah, on the other hand, the Menarah]

remains eternally. That is why we have a mitzvah, even in galus, that servesj
as a remembrance to the Menorah — Chanukah.

But isn't the Aron the representative of Torah? The Aron and the
Menorah function together. As the repository of the Luchos, the Aron rep-
resents Torah Shebichsav. The Menorah, with all of its ornamental details

~J represents Torah Sheb'al Peh, where each soul contributes its beautiful detail.

+ The Menorah is lit to shine at night. This represents that the Torah
Sheb’al Peh shines especially bright in the night of exile. In fact, immediately
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after the Churban, Torah Sheb'al Pek: began blossoming, under the leadership
of Rabi Akiva and his colleagues who began organizing the Mishnah.

\a. o
R Gurfinkel

too, a person who has kavanah “turns” their thoughts and directs them

upwards, towards Hashem,™

The passuk says n9s 1ma a9 wn n o — | am Hashem, Who searches

the lev (i.e, our innermost parts) and examines the kelayos (i.e, our core
motivations).> Hashem knows the thoughts of man; He sees whether a
person had kavanah in his actions or not and He rewards him based on
how much kavanah was present. The absence of kavanah is strongly felt

in the Heavenly worlds above.

In this vein, David HaMelech admonished his son Shlomo, saying "2

Pan niaYma g 221 °0 Wit niagy 93 — For Hashem investigates all minds
and He understands every inclination of thought."" Hashem searches our
thoughts to see if we are thinking of Him and knows if we are doing His
mitzvos with the right kavanah.

Perhaps we can relate to this idea through the following parable:

<% A kallah who receives a bouguet of roses from her chassan will
immediately look to find the card that he wrote to her attached to
the bouquet. if she does not find it; she will surely be disappointed
The flowers may be beautiful, but what she really wanted was to
read a heartfelt message from het chassan!

Similarly, if we send a mitzvah to Hashem but fail to attach the

kavanah — that it is being done for Him — then the connection that
the mitzvah was supposed to cultivate will be sorely lacking.

0 a1 UMINATING QUR DAY

R ucer

The main tikkun of the universe is the unification of the

3

v Heavens and the Earth. The luchos were ta have sealed this union.
Jlea e :

Shabbos is a time which manifests this union, The life mission of

our lorefathers was to bring the Heavens and the Earth together.

Ihe tohu vavohu and darkness disappears when the union is
brought about and light prevails.
In Man, the soul and body, brain and heart, connect, corre-

sponding to chayei olamim, eternal life. Looking at the Mishlkan, .
Al of these points are modeled, making it a true worldj)f tikkun.
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MODELING THE CONNECTION

|
‘Ihe Gemara. (Kesuvos Sa) reads as following: BLK_IEI_Q_C
pounded, "The deeds of the righteous are greater than the deeds
ol (creating) the Heavens and the Earth. Regarding the cre-
wion of the Heavens and the Earth, it is written Y8 770777 1
0w o M — alse, My hand has laid the foundation of the
carth, and My right hand has measured out the heavens ( Yeshayahu )

48:13). Whereas regarding the acts of the righteous it is written

T 11112 TR WP — sanctuary, my Lord, that Your hands estab-
lished (Shemos 15:17)." Bar Kafra is pointing out that the building
ol the Mishkan is given more importance than the Creation, as

/\r.f,n i described as being built by the two hands of Hashem, as it

were, whereas the Heavens and the Earth are described as being
created by only one hand respectively (each one by one hand).
The Gur Aryeh! explains further: ‘The Creation was also
created with two hands; the right hand was used for creating
the Heavens, and the Barth was created with the left. The Mish-
kan — and the first and second Batei Mikdash as well — were

created with both hands because they are the mecting point he

tween the Heavens and the Barth.

h'ihu Mishkan’s main purpose was to serve as a passage to

achieve a union between the Heavens and the Farth. It was built

an Earth, but it contained all the elements from the Heavens,

The Gemara (Yoma 15b) tells us that no matter which direction

s @ Kohen wanted to go in the Beis HaMikdash, he was obligated

to malke a right turn. The Kodesh HaKodashim was built on land
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b‘_longmb to the tribe of Binyamin because his name spells ben

min, the son of the right. With His righ

1t hand HQ,_',]LJ]J_L_LL.J.[LLL{ vo

thye Heavens. The Beis HaMikdash was the meeting point ol the

Heavens and the Farth. It was located on the Earth geographi-

_cally, but its essence was of “the Heavens so the stress on yamin,

~ tight, was to | feel the part @ of the Heavens in the Beis HaMikdash

on tmth,
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33 The Qaser o Vor} oo EREER
A Midrash (Shemos Rabbah 36: 2) offers a dlfferent Tl AP Opk Wiy ¥ M B0 "“"’_"j
approach. By instructing us to light the Menorah, says the s b3 R gD TIE3. PN o
Midrash, Hashem was “uplifting” us. He was saying, “l don't VRO 7XP D'PIWR MR 53 BRION anan
need the light, but just as | lit up the path for you in the TNPRR 1/3p7 *107 FER YAKE WA AT
Wilderness, you should now provide light for Me." vz 1y oK 'w SRy SPE I RS
What's “uplifting” about this? Ty e Bin5Y TP Y 1 AN e
This Midrash provides us with a deep insight into human * ":-’" R TR, DO Ema 300 AW
nature. When Reuven does a favor for Shimon, and Shimon _RI5 D MUY KX Jmin BT pom —
thanks him, Reuven's response will often be, “Nah, nothing N MY GRS RATNY AN ANSUTY B
to thank me for.” In Yiddish, the expression goes. “Nisht dah Ay o, e n m'u:* 25e
fatrUOS.” R7LIEEL BN -\l o} JE s ey S e B~ Al £ SR Y b oo
" In theory, that response sounds so gracious. What a great AR, ok :':“7 ity .L-‘::wz:x )
guy Reuven is: not only did he do a favor, but he deflected the TNEARE #7 S 1‘::[: e W’T 1‘”’
thanks. A truly magnanimous soul! B BTG B3 L TR TR e
Rav Yeruchem Levovitz, the Mirrer Mashgiach, theorizes Yi'e MOWA o b3 EaDR NAT) B2
that .Reuven may not be the magnanimous soul he makes DY b29 TR WY DR DR YN
~ himself out to be; in reality, he may be harboring a less-than- MDY KR e 5y e

- R )
pure motive for brushing aside the thanks. e —
X'\l'he recipient of a favor naturally feels as though he * ‘owes” S OMMND WT 2T NI neA2 (e
something in return to the giver. By expressing his _grati- T g ——
tude, he “repays” that debt, to some degree. When the giver T3 DA AMERAT T NN Swha o men
deflects the thanks, deep down he might be intimating, Don't T .
thank me. Thanks isn 't enough — you owe me one. MTYS ams sanw SR Tiash e mey
Hashem, to Whom we are truly indebted for everything we DO JRAT MATT AMNR M msem
have, allows us to do Him a “favor” in return, providing Him LR SRS DI 193 BRR Aibueb
with light — and even asking for it as though He benefits from MR WD ,0MEn 995 PR M U105 s
it — so that we can feel as though we are paying back the) qWEN A7 KD 1DW) DMD DI GAN wTan
ebt we owe Him for lighting the way for us in the Wilderness. DRI TY nw D nyTn Yy mburt ol
That is the truly gracious way of acting toward the recipient e I R

of a favor. [3.‘ Feoad) PAY Maon taw  phiem  pIRd wipw
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Hashem allowed us to “repay” the light He provided for us
s@ we would feel uplifted and not indebted.
We should emulate Him and grant others the same kind-

ness,

3@ 480 DIMENSIONS IN CHUMASH
R' Bemsiur
The parshiyos of Terumah and Tetzaveh are dedicated to the build-
ing of the Mishkan and the making of the priestly garments. It seems
strange, therefore, that the verse should interject at this juncture with

the specifications of one of the mitzvos of the service in the Mishkan.
Indeed, other mitzvos, such as the Ketores (incense) and the Lechem

Hapanim (show-bread) are discussed later on. Moreover, the lighting

of the Menorah itself is discussed in detail at the end of Parshas Emor,"
seemingly rendering the entire mention of how to light the Menorah
here redundant!

M'{‘he Kli Yakar explains that these verses are indeed relevant to the
parsha of building the Mishkan, for they are not discussing the mitzvah
of lighting the Menorah per se, but rather its role in contributing to the

basic definition of the Mishkan itself.

The Mishkan is referred to as “Mishkan HaEdus—The Mishkan of
Testimony,”** which the Sages explain to mean that the Mishkan con-

NoPn SR mEn M

‘)51
A2aRY KD dMYLR M MR RPTI Y IBR 01T 7Y %2 W
ML DRIPY PN b WY TN IR TIIRY RPN R
MR &Y [pnan] oomiuxt [DBan] POPW :RID - (1 R b
TR R

B 35

o?y oxa Y3% X Ny - v YAra nwn noieb YImR

RO TR IR TIIRY RN ohy ORI 0T mawnw

ROR LTIRY KRR 1900 RY q27a Lxowr 1pbaw M ovaiR 5o

MR NTTY CRDOCSRIWTA M neownw ot oxa Yo% XU Ny

PP R MM ,N1an TN (AP 72 PINUY 2R ) AT R
L0 I = Lal=T iy kS =

atpn Sam1 o hIm uRw MR ¥aa? BYo 7181 R RN 1S
bax X Thn YW IMaow owm M0 DR PRI iy
Abw Som mn pawa Yo 19 0D LNRT T IR RTIAN D¥YA

AN MNP R ONNW M7 cAMIR Y7 TWRIN Y03 XAm DY
WK DPTINT MY Lamna M YYD Rw en oo oan) y'4
172Y KW PPOYT TRYEM DIRD NW PR 3,000 M0? 0°07n
17137 87 9173 9Pm v XM TRoYY 1mvum anawed ,mneaa
9nR AwINT TNATD TP WA CWIR DY RID ,MITD PO AN

55 ®RYm TR ,173pn 1N -|‘m-:w 1mb bR DR owews pPw 99

stitutes testimony that the Divine Presence resides among Israel. The

WIR NE* DR :IRRIW 22 1’!2)37?31 XN PHY T 1T PART s}r

ﬁ entity which embodies this testimony are the Luchos that reside in the

XA ORI TR Lo a0 ey 0 ORI IRIX XY 2IX1 @Mnona

Aron inside the Holy of Holies—which are referred to as such in the next
verse: "Ny Y WR N2797 1Im3 Ty 23 —In the Tent of Meeting outside
the Partition, which is over the Testimony.” However, the very fact that

the Luchos are blocked from view renders them unable to function visibly
*‘ as testimony! That role is fulfilled, instead, through the Menorah—more
specifically, through one of its lights. As we know, although the middle

lamp received the same amount of oil as the otherlamps, enough to burn
through the night until morning, it miraculously continued to burn for

the entire next day until the time for lighting the following evening. The

( Gemara explains that this miracle represented “testimony to the entire '

world that the Divine Presence resides among Israel "

For this reason, in contrast to the section in Parshas Emor that states:
“70% N n73M—And he shall kindle its lamps,” our verse makes refer-
jence only to the “neir tamid—continual lamp.” For while the mitzvah

*of lighting the Menorah involves all of its lamps, the testimony of the
Menorah as is relevant to our parsha centers on one particular lamp
W which gives visible expression to the definition of the Mishkan as “the
Mishkan of Testimony”!
YLy
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